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Focus of Learning 
Walk 

To see the importance of learning outside the classroom linked to 
history 
 
 
 
 
 

Relevant 
information read 
prior to Learning 
Walk 

 History policy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background Class 2’s current topic is Dungeons and dragons, as part of their leaning a 
class trip was organised to go to Carlisle castle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Method  
I read the history policy before attending the class 2 trip to Carlisle Castle. 
 
 
 
 
 

Observations Before we set off on our trip the children were encouraged to think about 
and write down class rules which we could also apply whilst we were on 
our class trip. The class teacher then ran through some key points of a 
castle and things we may spot whilst we were at the castle.  Upon arrival 
at the castle the children were so happy and excited. They were given a 
laminated sheet with pictures  and words of the key aspects of a castle so 
they could spot these as we went along. I had the pleasure of chatting to 
many of the children and finding out about what they understood about 
castles. The children were able to explain what a drawbridge, moat, turret, 
and portcullis were and also point these out to me adding some great 
imaginative creatures we may have found in a moat to help protect a 
castle. We were very lucky to be met by a person form English Heritage, he 



then showed us around the Castle and gave the Children further 
knowledge of how castles are built and also how parts of the castle were 
used. Throughout  the whole morning the children were very eager and 
confident to ask and answer questions showing their knowledge. When 
chatting to the children they were able to explain things about the castle 
and its importance including the types of people who lived in a castle, how 
a castle was built to help protect the people living inside. The children 
understood that there was no electricity when the castle was built but that 
the people used candles for light instead.  
 

Link to School 
Development Plan 

This Links with Strategic Intention 4  
To develop the curriculum in foundation subjects and science across school 
to better meet the needs of our children and improve outcomes. 
Intent – ensure full coverage of the NC in all Subjects, matched to topic 
plans. 
Intent – Further develop use of knowledge organisers to embed learning 
and enable children to express their learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion The class trip to Carlisle castle was a brilliant success. It was clear even 
before we left  the classroom that the children had a great knowledge of 
castles. The planning that went into the trip to make sure it was a safe and 
engaging experience was clear to see with parent helpers given clear 
instructions for what was expected.  It was lovely to see the children be so 
enthusiastic  about local history.  It was clear to see how this trip enhanced 
the children’s learning  with children being able to visualise, feel and 
experience how people lived in the past. What a wonderful sight to see, 23 
young children soaking up information whilst having a lot of fun. 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations  
To continue with school trips with governors attending to see the 
importance of learning  taking place  outside of a classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


